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552 LIVES OP SIR PHILIP SIDNEY. [Oct. 

Mrs. Leadbeater's father, Richard Shackleton. This correspondence 
covers a period of more than forty years, from 1744 to 1788, and 
includes about sixty letters from Burke. Most of them, however, 
■were written not long after he left school, and are in no respect su- 
perior to the ordinary letters of young men at college. But there 
are two letters, under date of April 19th and May 6th, 1770, 
which are a positive addition to the materials for any satisfactory 
memoir of him, and which cannot fail to be read with interest. In 
the first he sharply and bitterly attacks his old schoolmate for the 
surreptitious publication in one of the London newspapers of a very 
laudatory notice of the statesman composed three or four years before, 
and thoughtlessly given by Shackleton to one of his friends, through 
whose carelessness it had found its way into print. Shackleton replied 
in a temperate and modest letter, which at once elicited from Burke a 
frank and manly acknowledgment of his error in being "weak and 
blamable enough to write a very angry, a very cruel, and in all re- 
spects a very improper letter." These letters strikingly illustrate the 
impetuosity of Burke's temper, and the real nobleness of feeling which 
entered so largely into his character. The next and largest division 
of the volume consists of the correspondence of Mrs. Leadbeater and 
Mrs. Trench, from each of whom there are numerous letters, written 
with vivacity, and containing many interesting observations and much 
just criticism. They are not, perhaps, remarkable, if compared with 
the best specimens of epistolary composition ; but their sprightliness of 
tone, their occasional graphic descriptions, and their frequent reference 
to passing events, render them worthy of preservation. The last 
division includes the correspondence of the Rev. George Crabbe and 
Mrs. Leadbeater, beginning when both were far advanced in life, and 
extending over a period of several years. It contains nothing es- 
pecially noteworthy, and the lady's epistles are much inferior to her 
letters to Mrs. Trench. 



5. — 1. A Memoir of Sir Philip Sidney. By H. R. Fox Bourne. 
London : Chapman and Hall. 1862. 8vo. pp. xv. and 557. 

2. The Life of Sir Philip Sidney. By Julius Llotd, M. A. Lon- 
don : Longman, Brown, Longman, and Roberts. 1862. Small 8vo. 
pp. xvi. and 244. 

If we had not recently made Sir Philip Sidney the theme of an ex- 
tended article,* we should gladly do so now, in connection with some 

* North American Iteview, No. 183, Art. II. 
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remarks on these two volumes. In each of them we find some new 
and previously unpublished materials, though but very little which 
adds to our real knowledge of his life and character. Mr. Bourne's is 
the larger and more elaborate of the two works, and is the result of 
a very thorough and careful study of all the sources of information, 
including some unpublished documents in the State Paper Office. But 
much of the volume is devoted to Sidney's contemporaries, and to 
copious extracts from his writings, and, like too many of his predeces- 
sors, Mr. Bourne is inclined to indulge in conjectural statements in 
respect to those parts of his hero's life over which the thickest obscu- 
rity rests. His style is often swollen and inflated, and a judicious prun- 
ing would considerably reduce the size of the volume. His chrono- 
logical arrangement is very defective, and though there is much doubt 
as to the date of some of the incidents in Sidney's life, Mr. Bourne is 
certainly wrong in several instances. His analyses of Sidney's writ- 
ings are meagre and unsatisfactory, his criticisms are feeble and com- 
monplace, and in several other points he has failed to meet the just 
requirements of his subject. 

Mr. Lloyd's volume, though a work of much less pretension than 
Mr. Bourne's Memoir, is a production of much greater ability. His 
style is clearer and more simple ; his criticisms are more judicious ; and, 
in his later chapters, he had the advantage of consulting Mr. Bourne's 
volume, which was published a few weeks before his own work. He 
takes, however, a much higher view of Sidney's personal character, and 
one in which we cannot concur. In other respects his work is a very 
pleasant and satisfactory memoir. 



6. — Memoirs of the Life of Sir Walter Scott, Bart. By John Gibson 
Lockhabt. A New Edition. Boston : Ticknor and Fields. 1861- 
62. 9 vols. 16mo. 

In spite of some generally recognized defects, and of a strong partisan 
bias in the account of Scott's quarrel with the Ballantynes, Mr. Lock- 
hart's Life of Scott is a work of acknowledged interest and ability. By 
his marriage with the great novelist's daughter, Lockhart was placed in 
a position to become intimately acquainted with his private character, 
and to appreciate all that there was in it worthy of love or admira- 
tion ; he had access to all the biographical materials in the possession 
of the family ; and he was an easy and agreeable writer, whose style 
had been perfected by long practice. Few men could have entered 
under more favorable circumstances upon the task which he assumed; 



